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iINTRoDUCTION: When the Phone Rings

CHAPTER 1: First Things First
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Questions to ask yourself before saying yes to a nomination—and tips

for improving your prospects of getting the White House nod.

. The People and Places Along the Way

A close look at the key people and offices you will be dealing with, from
the White House Office of Presidential Personnel to the U.S. Office of Government

Ethics to the Senate committee that will take up your confirmation.

- Navigating the Senate

An explanation of how the process works on the Hill, including questions posed

by the 16 Senate committees with jurisdiction over nominees.

. Tread Carefully Before You're Confirmed

Practical advice on avoiding ethical and legal problems, both while serving in

an acting capacity and after taking office.

- Dealing with the Media

Sage advice from seasoned journalists, Senate staff and former officials about

what to say, or not say, to the press while awaiting confirmation.

- Moving to Washington

For those facing the added complication of when and whether to move to Washington,
a quick look at such matters as neighborhoods, local schools, commutes, and the

advantages of living in the District of Columbia, Maryland or Virginia.

. The Ethics Rules and Life After Government

An overview of the employment restrictions that face you upon return to private life.

- Forms And Financial Disclosures

A roadmap to filling out the maze of online and printed forms, along with tips on

speeding the process.

- Resources



Founded in 1983, the Council for Excellence in Government is

a non-profit, non-partisan organization that works to improve the

performance of government at all levels; and government’s place

in the lives and esteem of American citizens. With its experienced

staff, network of experts and members, and diverse partners,

the Council helps to create stronger public sector leadership

and management, driven by innovation and focused on results;

and increased citizen confidence and participation in government,

through better understanding of government and its role.
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